[image: image1.png]



Fast Facts
About the 
Keystone State Boychoir (KSB)
Directors: Mr. Joseph P. Fitzmartin and Mr. Steven M. Fisher
Both are respected music educators with extensive experience with boychoirs.

· Members: approximately 130 boys between the ages of 8 and 18 from diverse backgrounds.
· KSB is Not your average boychoir! Because :
- The boys are as fun to watch as they are to hear – the music-making is truly joyful.  

- A performance by the Keystone State Boychoir is an enthralling aural and visual experience.

- The directors believe the boys should have a balanced life and therefore are flexible.  
- Boys can still play sports or do other outside activities as well as sing with KSB.

- KSB boys have snack and recreation time at rehearsals so they can get to know one another and form lasting friendships.

- KSB is committed to diversity in our membership and in our repertoire.  It sings everything from Bach to Britten to Broadway.

- They boys have fun making music, in rehearsal and performance.
· Rehearsal home is the First Presbyterian Church in Germantown on 35 W. Chelten Avenue   - however, we are a non-religious, community-based, professional boychoir. 

· Rehearsals are on Saturdays and/or Wednesdays.
· Repertoire includes classical, sacred, and secular music as well as spirituals, world music and Broadway

· Performances vary from full concerts to singing the National Anthem at sporting events, to performing select repertoire with some of Philadelphia’s most elite arts organizations. 
In the past KSB has performed with the Philadelphia Orchestra, the Opera Company of Philadelphia (KSB and its sister choir, the Pennsylvania Girlchoir, are now the official boychoir and girlchoir of the Opera Company) , the Chamber Orchestra of Philadelphia, the Choral Arts Society of Philadelphia and the Philadelphia Singers.  The boys have sung at the Phillies, the 76ers, the KiXX, and at Governor Rendell’s inauguration.   
Young men who sing with KSB are afforded music-making opportunities they will not have anywhere else.
· KSB embarks on a spectacular concert tour every year; past tours include South Africa, Brazil, the Pacific Northwest, Canada, Japan, South East Asia and this year it will be Australia.   

· International venues:  the boys have sung at Regina Mundi Church in Soweto, South Africa, the Manaus Opera House, the Hanoi Opera House, and the Petronas Philharmonic Hall in Malaysia.

· Cultural Exchange:  when the boys travel, they live with local families, which allows for cultural immersion.  
· Auditions are required for entrance, but are very-low key.  Boys will be pleasantly surprised how much fun the audition process is.

· Tuition was $650 for the 2006-2007 season; limited scholarship money is available.

KSB is scheduling auditions for the 2007-2008 season now!

For more information visit our website at

www.paboychoir.org

or call the KSB office at 215-849-1762
