FROM THE CITY OF BROTHERLY LOVE TO THE WORLD’S MOST ENCHANTING DESTINATION, THE KEYSTONE STATE BOYCHOIR TO PERFORM WITH THE LITTLE SINGERS OF MONACO
PHILADELPHIA, MAY, 2008 – During this summer’s first-ever European tour, the Keystone State Boychoir (KSB) will be hosted in the Principality of Monaco by His Serene Highness Prince Albert II as the guest choir of the annual Fête de la Musique. The renowned musicians will also perform with Les Petits Chanteurs de Monaco (The Little Singers of Monaco) and will sing a Mass in memory of Prince Rainier and American-born Princess Grace in the Principality’s cathedral.

The traveling choir is composed of 60 boys aged 11 to 18 years, who have been selected to participate by invitation of the music directors, based on their ages, level of musicianship, attendance and other criteria. The tour will take place from June 19 through July 10, 2008. 

One of the choirboys, Nick Kelly (15), has a special relationship with Monaco. His father, John B. Kelly III is a first cousin to Prince Albert.

 “People ask me how often Albert and his sisters connect with their Philadelphia cousins.  We are regularly in touch, both through visits and calls; Albert and I are good friends, as well as being cousins.  He has shown his dedication to his Kelly family through his sponsorship of KSB in Monaco,” said Mr. Kelly. “So many groups ask for his support and sponsorship that he could not possibly accommodate them all.  By providing these special opportunities to the KSB, the Prince is reaffirming that his Philadelphia roots are an important part of who he is.” 

“I am really looking forward to seeing my cousins and singing for them at the Cathedral of St Nicholas, where my Aunt Grace and Uncle Rainier are buried.  Also, KSB will be singing with Les Petits Chanteurs de Monaco, which was a favorite choir of Uncle Rainier's.  He would have been very happy that a Philadelphia boychoir had the chance to sing with Monaco's boychoir. It will be great,” said Nick Kelly. 

As well as their inaugural visit to the Principality, the KSB’s European tour will take in France, Germany, Austria and Bulgaria, with performances at Paris Disneyland, in the Salzburg Cathedral, the US Embassy in Vienna (as part of their July 4th celebrations) and in the Concert Hall Bulgaria. There will be 13 adults accompanying the boys including two music directors, the vocal coach, the membership coordinator, a physician, music educators and parents.
The Keystone State Boychoir is Pennsylvania’s Boychoir, representing the City of Philadelphia, the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the United States of America by bringing together people from different walks of life through music and song. International music is a specialty of KSB, as well as the distinctively American genres of gospel, spirituals, jazz, folk, pop and Broadway tunes.  

The Keystone State Boychoir and its sister-choir, the Pennsylvania Girlchoir, are member-choirs of Commonwealth Youthchoirs, founded in 2001 by Joseph P. Fitzmartin and Steven M. Fisher. Under the leadership of Executive Director Susan S. Ashbaker, this non-profit organization is committed to offering exemplary choral music education and performance opportunities to young people from diverse economic, racial, and ethnic backgrounds, while nurturing leadership skills, building character and encouraging self-discipline.  For more information, visit www.paboychoir.org
The Little Singers of Monaco - or in French, Les Petits Chanteurs de Monaco - is an award-winning singing group, created in 1973 by Prince Rainier to showcase the Principality’s rich cultural identity. The choir forms a part of the Monaco Cathedral Choir and is typically composed of about 40 talented boys from the age of 8.

 The Little Singers, renowned for their unusual repertoire of works written for children, have visited more than 25 nations around the world and perform an average of 30 to 40 free concerts each year. In the recent past they took part in celebrations for the 700th anniversary of the reign of the Grimaldi Dynasty in Monaco, performed a Christmas concert at the Vatican and have visited countries throughout Europe, Africa, Asia and North and South America. They appeared live on NBC’s Today Show during their 1999 U.S. tour. They perform regularly in Monaco with the famous Monte-Carlo Opera in productions that call for children’s vocal abilities, such as La Bohème and Carmen. For more information, visit www.lespetitschanteurs.mc
For more information on the Principality of Monaco, please contact the Monaco Government Tourist Office (MGTO) at 565 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10017; telephone (800) 753-9696 or (212) 286-3330; or e-mail info@VisitMonaco.com. Information and links are available via the Monaco Government Tourist Office web site at www.VisitMonaco.com.
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